
Using the GEM Interface in AutoLIST 
 
NOTE: 
 

It is recommended that GEMList be used instead of WINList. To get the latest 
version of 
GEMList, go to www.gemlist.com 
 
Using the GEM Interface: 
 

1. Select and list the job. 
 
2. Click on Fabrication Setup in the Job Setup tab. 

 

 
 

3. Make sure that there is an active list area (a list area name appears in the top 
combo box of the fab setup form). Enter in a POJ date and save. 

 
4. Select Export Fab -> GEM Fab from the File menu. 



5. This screen represents the header section of the DAT file. Complete the 
information on the form. If you want to save this information as a default, so 
that the next new job will load with these fields preset, click ‘Save Defaults’ 
from the File menu. 

 
              

 
 

6. Once this is complete, click on ©Create Lister File© from the File Menu. The form 
below will open. 



 
 

7. The first tab shows the parts that AutoLIST did not find a corresponding match in the GEM 
database, or are considered Non-Stock items at the shop you selected in the header section 
(the Reason column indicates which problem it was). You need to assign an Action (last 
column in grid) to each item. The choices are: 

 
a) Process 
b) Process w/ Error 
c) Third party Fab 
d) Non-Lister 



Process – This action requires that the Abbrev and Size columns have values. It will send the 
Abbrev and Size for the part to the Loose Materials section of GEMList, where it will be 
processed normally. If you don’t know the abbreviation and size, you can click on the Find GEM 
Parts button on the lower right. The screen below will appear. 
 

 
 
You can navigate through the GEM database to locate the GEM Part to use. When you click on a 
specific part in the right hand pane, the ‘Use Part’ buttons will become enabled. When you click 
on the ‘Use Part’ button, the part Abbreviation and Size will get placed in the row that has the 
focus. you can then move to another row and repeat the process. ‘Use and Close’ will fill the row 
in the grid, and close the Part Finder form. 
 
Process w/ Error - This option will send the item to the Loose Material section of GEM List, but 
will send an abbreviation that has a question mark as the first character of the abbreviation. The 
abbreviation takes the first few characters of the parts description, so the Abbrev and Size 
column will be ignored. This will cause an error in GEMList, which must be resolved within 
GEMList before the list is validated and processed. 
 
Third Party Fab - The item will be not be included in the DAT file material list. If a third party 
file is created (see below), this item will be included in this file. 
 
Non-Lister – The item will be included in the Non-Lister section of the DAT file. The size and 
part description and quantity are sent to this section. 
 
8. To add parts to Loose Materials that are not in the MEP database, but are in the GEM 

database, go to the Non-MEP tab, and enter the GEM abbreviation and size for the parts you 
want to add, and click on ‘Save.’ 

 
9. To add other Non-Lister items, click on the second tab, and manually enter non-lister parts, 

and click on Save. 
 
10. You are now ready to create file. Click on the third tab (Create DAT File). 



11. Enter a file name for the DAT file. 
 Note: GEM List is a 16-bit file, and therefore it is recommended that you keep the file name 

to 8 characters or less. 
 
12. If you want to create a separate file for a third-party supplier or fabricator, enter a file name in 

the Third Part Fab List field, and check the ‘Create a Third Party File’ checkbox. 
 
13. Click on ‘Create Lister File.’ The list will be converted to a DAT file. When it is complete, a 

message will pop up. The View File button on the lower left can be used to view the file in 
Notepad. 

 
Please report all bugs/problems to: 
 
John Tacke at johnt@frontlinesolutions.com 
 


